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Project aim

• School placement of multiples was studied in 2019, due to 
multiple requests from ICOMBO members for assistance

• Whether to put multiples together or to separate them in school 
is a thorny issue – one which many families don’t have enough 
information about
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• This study was done to help 
parents and school personnel to 
be better informed when making 
decisions about school 
placement of multiples
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Methodology

• A 24-question survey was distributed via Survey Monkey

• The survey was written and released in three languages –
English, French and Spanish 

• Some questions had only one answer while others allowed 
multiple responses

• Respondents were able to provide comments on their own 
school placement issues and any other school issues they had 
faced with their multiples

• The survey was opened in October 2018 and closed in June 
2019
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Respondent characteristics

• A total of 2,842 parents of 
multiples whose children were 
>3 years and had attended 
school for at least one year

• Respondents were from >18 
countries

• 66% of parents were members 
of a multiple birth organisation

• 79% of multiples were 11 years 
of age or younger
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Key findings – lack of policies on 
school placement
• A majority of the parents said that their school didn’t have a fixed or 

set policy on placement of multiples, yet it was often difficult to 
achieve the school placement 

• Many districts/states/provinces have laws that protect the parents’ 
right to choose school placement for their multiples, but many are 
unaware these laws exist
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Key findings – parents’ wishes not 
always accommodated

• Schools did not always ask 
parents where they wanted 
their multiples placed

• Around a quarter of the 
families who requested 
school placement for their 
multiples were denied their 
desired placement at least 
one of the years that their 
multiples attended school
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Key findings – a common desire to 
place multiples together

• Just over half of parents asked for their multiples 
to be placed together in the classroom at some 
point in their school years

• Most common reasons for wanting to keep 
together were: 

• multiples wouldn’t be happy apart

• easier to communicate with one teacher

• easier to keep track of school assignments

• teacher in that classroom is better than the other 
teachers
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Key findings – a recognition of the 
need to separate their multiples
• Just over 40% of parents asked for their multiples 

to be separated in the classroom at some point in 
their school years

• Most common reasons for wanting to separate 
were: 

• to help their individuality
• one multiple was too dominant
• multiples are too competitive
• one had special needs – needed specialized 

instruction 
• multiples fight all the time or generally just don’t get 

along 
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Key findings – together or apart 
changes with age

• At younger ages, especially three to 
six years old, the parents were more 
likely to request that the multiples be 
placed together in the classroom

• When the multiples were seven years 
and older, the parents were more 
likely to ask that they be separated at 
school 

• This percentage became larger as the 
children advanced in school
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Key findings – gaps in knowledge 
and resources

• The four most common resources/references used by parents 
to try to get the desired school placement were:

• information from other parents

• information from the internet

• information from a MBO booklet

• discussions on a MBO Facebook group

• However, over half of the parents weren’t aware that there were 
publications, research and books to assist them

• Only a third of the MBO members said that they got information 
from their MBO that helped them regarding school placement
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Comments

• “My daughters actually had an interview with the principal in year 7 giving 
him their reasons for staying together as it was school policy to separate. 
He did place them together and they are the only multiples to do so.”

• “I wanted to keep my boys together and have fought every year to have 
them together but have been denied every year.”

• “I’m a dad so no access to information from support groups mostly for 
moms.”

• “When my girls were starting preschool I shared information from 
NOMOTC (now MOA) with the preschool director as she was initially not 
wanting to put my girls in the same class. After reading the article and 
talking to me she decided they could be placed together.”

• “Separating was good for one twin (the dominant one) and bad for the 
other. I’m not sure I did the right thing.”

• “The Curtin University questionnaire was really helpful.”
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Conclusions

• The clear message for educators and school policy makers is 
that they should be making placement decisions for multiple 
birth children based on the individual needs of each child

• No two sets of multiples are exactly the same so fixed school 
policies don’t take each child into consideration

• Schools should respect the close bond that the multiples have 
while also encouraging individual abilities and strengths

• Requires consultation with the parents of the children 
concerned and the children themselves
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Conclusions

• ICOMBO believes decisions about classroom placement of 
multiples should be made annually, on a case-by-case basis

• Some multiples thrive in separate classes; others in the same 
class
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“To have a firm policy of separation or not denies the 
individual growth of each child and how their bond may 
or may not affect their ability to concentrate and learn.”

Monica Rankin, B.Sc., Grad Dip.Ed., ICOMBO Chair
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Additional resources

• The full report and summary of the research 
study are on our website under the ‘Research’ 
section:

• https://icombo.org/school-placement-survey/

• We also have more information on our 
website under the ‘Resources’ section: 

• http://icombo.org/resources/classroom-placement/
• Types of twin relationships and things to think 

about in terms of keeping together or separating
• Together or Apart? A checklist for parents and 

teachers of multiples
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More tomorrow…

• Tune in tomorrow for the second part of our workshop

• Pat Preedy & John Mascazine will be talking be talking about 
the new education resource they have developed 
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Thank you

Dr Carolyn Lister

Carolyn@icombo.org
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